[Noncultivatable forms of Francisella tularensis].
Conditions for the appearance of F. tularensis uncultivated forms and for their reversion into the initial state have been studied. As revealed in this study, the combined influence of stress factors (starvation and low temperature) may result in the transition of F. tularensis into the uncultivated state in which it persists in the environment during the period between epidemics. The reversion of F. tularensis uncultivated forms into the initial state has been carried out with the use of sensitive animals. The uncultivated state of F. tularensis should be regarded as the actual form of the existence of the causative agent of tularemia in soil and water ecosystems.